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House of Commons Standing Committee on Finance – Pre-budget Consultations 2013 

This brief is submitted by: 

an organization  Organization name: ________________________________________________ 

or  

an individual   Name: ___________________________________________________________ 

Topic:  

*Recommendation 1:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 
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Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation.

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 

 

Topic: 

Recommendation 2:  Please provide a short summary of your recommendation. 

 

Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 
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Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation.  For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc. 

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Expected cost or savings: From the pull-down menus, please indicate the expected cost or savings of your 
recommendation to the federal government and the period of time to which the expected cost or savings is 
related. 

 

 

Federal funding: Please provide a precise indication of how the federal government could fund your 
recommendation. For example, indicate what federal spending should be reallocated, what federal tax 
measure(s) should be introduced, eliminated or changed, etc.

 

Intended beneficiaries:  Please indicate the groups of individuals, the sector(s) and/or the regions that would 
benefit by implementation of your recommendation. 

 

General impacts: Depending on the nature of your recommendation, please indicate how the standard of living 
of Canadians would be improved, jobs would be created, people would be trained, etc. 
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Please use this page if you wish to provide more explanation about your recommendation(s).

 

*Please note that at least one recommendation must be provided 


	Organization name: Saskatchewan Association of Rural Municipalities (SARM)
	Name: 
	rec1: In order to support the economic benefits derived from industries based in rural Canada, SARM recommends that the federal government ensure that new Building Canada Plan programs be accessible to rural communities. This can be achieved through reduced population thresholds to allow small communities to qualify for funding and earmarking of funding for small communities. Also, the P3 Canada Program should expand eligibility criteria to give more consideration to projects in less densely populated areas that house industries such as oil, gas, and potash.  
	rec2: The federal government has already allocated funding to the New Building Canada Plan so no new funding is required. The only requirement would be staff time to revisit the criteria for the programs to ensure that they will allow smaller rural communities an equal opportunity to qualify for infrastructure funding. 
	rec3: Implementation of this recommendation would benefit:• Smaller rural communities across Canada.• Industries that are based in rural Canada that rely on municipal infrastructure to support their business.• All levels of government will benefit from the economic growth that investment in rural infrastructure will create.
	rec4: With the implementation of this recommendation, the economic potential for rural Canada will increase and the economy-driving industries such as oil and gas, potash, forestry, agriculture, and others that currently reside in these areas will benefit from improved municipal infrastructure.Implementation of this recommendation will also create more job opportunities for rural residents and therefore improve the standard of living in rural Canada.
	rec5: Improved access to high-speed internet service in rural areas is imperative in order to expand the delivery of education and healthcare and to foster economic growth.  SARM is concerned that the rules governing the Federal Government’s 700 MHz spectrum auction, scheduled for January 2014, will allow companies to buy spectrum licenses with no requirement or intention to deploy it in rural areas.  We recommend that the existing rules of the auction be modified to ensure that any rural spectrum left unused can be accessed by service providers who are willing to bring service to rural Canada.  
	rec6: There is no additional federal government funding required. The only requirement would be staff time to revisit the rules for the spectrum auction and to implement amendments to ensure that this spectrum will be deployed in rural areas. 
	rec8: By providing adequate broadband access to rural Canada, residents will have more opportunities to pursue education opportunities, consult with centrally located physicians via the internet, and broaden their pool of employment opportunities.  Rural Canadians will also benefit from the increased communication options that come along with broadband access which will allow them to more readily connect with family, friends and colleagues; contributing to their overall personal wellbeing. 
	rec9: The federal Rural Secretariat has been providing a lens through which federal policies and programs were viewed in order to ensure they were responding to the needs of rural Canada. This important program has unfortunately lost funding in recent years.  SARM recommends that the federal government ensure that the Rural Secretariat has adequate fiscal capacity to effectively advocate the rural voice throughout all federal departments. We also recommend that the government review the Secretariat’s current structure and mandate in order to make sure it is able to effectively communicate rural need
	rec10: Funding required could be shared equally by Agriculture and Agri-food Canada and Infrastructure, Communities and Intergovernmental Affairs.  Each of these departments could provide a small allocation from their existing budgets to fund this program as both of these departments design programs and policies that have a direct impact on rural Canada.  These departments could also be engaged in guiding the work of the Rural Secretariat to ensure they are being utilized by other government departments when policies and programs are being designed that will impact rural Canada.
	rec11: Implementation of this recommendation would benefit:• Residents and businesses located in rural Canada because federal government programs and policies would be designed to better suit their needs.
	rec7: Implementation of this recommendation would benefit:• Rural communities across Canada by ensuring their residents have access to the economic, healthcare and education opportunities that aren’t possible without adequate broadband access.• Rural based businesses, which need to compete with companies that have access to the internet and who are using it to create a competitive advantage.  These rural companies can’t afford to have their communications options limited.• All levels of government will benefit from the economic growth that investment in rural infrastructure will create.
	rec12: Federal programs and policies currently being offered include those dealing with healthcare, education, employment and other critical services.   If all of the existing federal programs were reviewed by the Rural Secretariat and modified to suit the needs of rural Canadians, it will create more opportunities for healthcare, education, training, and employment in rural Canada.   
	rec13: SARM is an independent association, which represents all 296 of Saskatchewan’s Rural Municipalities (RMs). Membership is voluntary and our strength comes from our membership whose collective voice guides us on policy.Rural Canada generates 13 percent of Canada’s GDP and over 50% of Canada's exports come from rural areas.  Rural communities are supporting Canada’s resource based industries including fisheries, forestry, the energy sector, agriculture and tourism; all industries critical to the economic success of this country.  Therefore, SARM believes there is a critical role for the federal government to play in ensuring rural needs are met and thoroughly considered when budget decisions are made. Rural Canada continues to make a significant contribution to Canada’s success. Therefore, ensuring that the interests of rural Canadians are thoroughly considered in Ottawa should remain a priority for the government.  Targeted funding and regulatory changes by the federal government will help to improve municipal infrastructure and to create jobs and economic growth in rural communities.
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